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What’s happening around the villages in March



I think there must be something in the air in our part of Norfolk 
or this year people have decided to reach out and become more 
community-focused and community-minded.
There have always been ‘events’ happening locally but on browsing 
through last month’s issue of the Pilgrim (and I must offer my congratulations to the 
Editors, always well put together and easy on the eye!) I was struck by what is on offer for local 
folk. Then I received a copy of the Wensum Diary and they are at it as well! 

There’s Bingo at the Village Hall for Valentine’s Day, there were photos of hardy villagers swaddled 
in warm clothing enjoying a New Year’s Day walk before repairing to the Village Hall to partake of a 
heartening bowl of soup prepared by trusty volunteers, a group of ladies fashioning festive wreaths 
for Christmas and an advertisement for the next village cinema show (£5 which includes an ice-
cream!). They are starting up a Community Choir and in March and April there is a Quiz night and a 
Craft Afternoon. 
If buying local produce is your bag, why not venture to one of the Farmers Markets on the last Friday 
of the month, these are held at Weston Longville Village Hall between 9 - 3. 

More locally, Swannington has its monthly lunch club, currently held in the Church , a warm welcome 
is assured, the two course meal is always excellent ( and there are usually seconds if you can manage 
them ). All you need to do is bring your own cutlery and a tipple of your choice if you don’t want the 
coffee,tea or water which is on offer. There is a raffle with the proceeds going to local charities, a quiz 
and the volunteers are a happy, happy band! What’s not to enjoy for a fiver? 
Attlebridge have a Bring and Buy Coffee Morning planned for March and I understand that 
Swannington is having one of their Coffee Mornings run jointly by the Church and Playground 
volunteers within the next couple of months. These are always worth a visit just to sample the 
delicious scones and cakes ! AND the prices don’t break the bank in this time of austerity.
There is a Quiz and Chips night at the end of March at St.Margaret’s Church as well! 

Of course all these events don’t happen by magic or out of thin air and take planning and time so 
let us recognise the hard work put in by volunteers. Thank you! I am sure they could always do with 
more helping hands so if anyone would like to offer their services, I am sure these would be eagerly 
welcomed. Even if it’s just washing up at a Coffee Morning. Every little helps. 

Do you think that our being confined during COVID has impacted on our local communities and 
perhaps more thought been given to what can we do in our community making the best use of the 
resources we have? 

On that note, I will sign off but I urge you to get involved, attend a ‘happening’, join in! 
Hoping to see you soon! 

Voice from the Village.





We will be serving our homemade hand-stretched pizzas 
on Friday 10th March from Hengrave Meadow Glamping in 
Swannington NR9 5NS from 5-8pm. 

Because we make everything from scratch, we only offer a small 
selection of choice at each pop-up to ensure our ingredients are 
as fresh as possible. lf you have a specific dietary requirement 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch as most of our pizzas can be 
adapted.

Menu Choices
The Classic: Mozzarella, basil oil, fresh basil £9

The Properoni: Mozzarella, pepperoni, chilli honey £9

The Nduja Like It: Mozzarella, nduja (spicy salami), mascarpone, fresh chilli, chilli honey £10

The Goaty: Mozzarella, crumbled goats cheese, red onion, pine nuts, rocket £10

To order please message us on lnstagram, 
facebook, email bertiespizza@gmail.com, 
or message 07780881684

@bertieswoodfiredpizza

@berties_woodfired_pizza

Pre-orders only!



Mothering Sunday
19th March

10:30 am

We hope that children and their parents will 
want to come to this special family-friendly 
service, which will be followed by tea, coffee, 
squash and biscuits. 

Events at Attlebridge Church

Grand Coffee Morning
and

Bring and Buy Sale
Attlebridge Church

Saturday 18th March 2023

10:30 am to 12 noon

Bring your unwanted Christmas presents!

Buy other people’s unwanted
Christmas presents

Cake stall



Ukraine appeal tops £7,000.
Club members and many in the community have been contributing part 
of their heating allowance and general giving to aid the people of Ukraine. 
In addition to money now being sent to Kyiv, the Club has paid for eight 
generators which will arrive near the front line in February.

New year thank you from Sunshine Memory Café.
A big thank you to all those who have made financial contributions to the Sunshine Memory Café, and 
particularly to Reepham Post Office who chose their Christmas Collection to the Sunshine Café and to Jeannette 
Overton who donated her 2022 Community at Heart Award.

These and other donations will help us to continue to provide a warm welcoming atmosphere with refreshment, 
games, music, and entertainment for all to take part and enjoy.

The café for people with memory loss and their carers is organised by Reepham Rotary Club on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 10am at St Michael’s. There is no charge and no need to book. For more 
information call Peter Williams on 01362 686860 or email carolynnpeter@btinternet.com.

Planting for the future.
Reepham & District Rotary club are planting 500 trees of mixed variety in sites around Reepham to give a useful 
legacy to the town. The effort has been supported by grants from Norfolk County Council to cover the trees, 
canes, and guards. This will form part of the Queen’s Green Canopy and the Jubilee Trees for Norfolk projects.

The first phase involved 180 trees planted at the primary school by Rotary volunteers braving January’s cold 
weather and hard ground. Further plantings and maintenance at the High School will be carried out by students 
to provide protection and extra drainage for their award-winning allotment project. Rotary volunteers and 
Booton residents will be planting more trees on Booton Common, while remaining stock will be planted at 
Whitwell Hall. The sites have been chosen to offer most benefit to the people of Reepham and to allow for ease 
of maintenance and irrigation in the early life of the trees.

Rotarian Roy Sherlock, President elect of the club said that this was just part of Rotary’s commitment to a 
sustainable future. “We are always on the look out for opportunities and would be happy to work with any 
individual or organisations with an eye to the future of our planet and our community.”

Further information please contact:
Roy Sherlock roysherlock@btinternet.com 07795 804452
Richard Cooke publicity@reephamrotary.co.uk 07889 036852.

If you would like to donate to the Foodbank during these 
very difficult times, there are collection boxes at the 
back of Swannington, Attlebridge and Weston Longville 
churches.  Or you can simply leave your donation in the 
porch of 4 Broad Lane, Swannington.

This month the following donations would 
be much apprecieated

Long life milk (full fat or semi-skimmed)

Tinned tomatoes

Tinned meat

Tinned vegetables (not potatoes)

Pasta sauce

Cuppa soup/Mugshot

Tinned rice pudding

Squash/Fruit juice

Laundry powder/liquid

Washing up liquid

Shampoo

Deodorant

Toilet rolls



Extends a warm welcome to all residents, every third Thursday of the month, 12 for 12:30.

£5 includes main meal, dessert and a hot drink. Feel free to bring your own tipple.

Please continue to bring your own cutlery.

Thursday 16th March
Menu

Main – Cottage-style Pie with peas and sweetcorn.

Veggie option – Veggie Cottage-style Pie.

Dessert – Plum Crumble and custard.

Last-minute changes may be unavoidable. 

January’s raffle raised £158.00 which has been sent to MIND

The venue for this event is St Margaret’s Church.
Booking is essential, please contact Vaughan -  tractorboy1846@yahoo.co.uk 

or phone him on 01603 860724. 

SWANNINGTON  LUNCH CLUB

Swannington Church
Friday 31st March 2023

7 for 7:30pm
£15 per person (includes �sh and chips)

Up to eight people per team

Pre-booking is essential
Please book tables with Sally Day 01603 260210

or

Richard Cooke 01603 872260
cookes@richard-cooke.co.uk

Bring your own cutlery, crockery, drinks and dessert

Plus a 
top prize 
raffle



Advertising in the Pilgrim

Pricing for advertising in the Pilgrim is based 
on a 90 mm column width (the width of this 
column) and is as follows:

Height of
column

Price per
issue

Price for
10 issues

67 mm £5.50 £48

135 mm £8.50 £70

Swannington with Alderford and Little Witchingham Parish Council

The next parish council meeting will be 
Wednesday 15th March 2023 at 7:30pm

in St.Margaret’s church, Swannington.

Members of the Parish Council

Sue Darling
(Chair) 01603 864876

Helen Mutimer
(Vice chair) 01603 754437

Trevor Nelson 01603 860253

Jayne Phillips 01603 393553

John Powles 01603 261488

Steve Williams 01603 861300
To see the Agenda and Minutes from every meeting 
since 2018 visit the Swannington-News website:

www.swannington-news.org

 SPECIAL NOTICE FROM THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

You will now need photo ID to vote at a polling station for ANY election.
Acceptable forms of ID are passport, driving licence, older person’s bus 
pass etc. 
If you have none of these you can apply for a free voter ID.

Find out more at electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID



We also 
offer

• LOAD & GO SERVICE 
• ROLL ON/OFF SKIP HIRE 
• IN YARD TIP FACILITIES  
• CRUSHED AGGREGATES AVAILABLE

2YD, 4YD, 6YD, 8YD, 
10YD, 12YD 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC

info@normanwenn-skiphire.co.uk 
www.normanwenn-skiphire.co.uk

Tel: 01603 881292 



A Message from the Revd Richard Turk

March sees the feast days of two saints who are 
particularly important to the United Kingdom: St 
David and St Patrick, the patron saints of Wales 
and Ireland respectively. Legend surrounds 
both. But both of these patron saints seem to 
me to hold more sway over, and capture the 
imagination of, people than the patron saint of 
England, George. Perhaps this has something to 
do with the way we look at ourselves? Patrick 
and David were both British; George was not. 
Patrick and David were said to have been great 
speakers, and to have brought people to faith in 
Christ by talking to them and engaging in human 
relationships and interactions. George was held 
up as the ideal knight, and his popularity during 
the crusades helped him to be established as our patron. These days, we don’t see ourselves as 
crusaders or warriors. We value human relationships and we’re far more likely to get involved with 
something because of the personal recommendation of a friend. St Patrick and St David operate on a 
level that we instinctively respond to. But maybe it’s something even deeper than that.
There is enough scope for historical arguments that all three saints existed outside of legend. But 
George never visited Britain. Patrick and David did. They walked the countryside that we walk. They 
lived in the places we still live. When you read this, I will have not long returned from a holiday in 
Pembrokeshire: whilst there, I will have walked the countryside. I may have stood in places where 
David stood. That is a connection between the past and present that inspires people’s hearts and 
minds. I think it’s why so many people like old church buildings: when you stand or sit in one you 
can feel the history of all the people who stood or sat in the same place over the hundreds of years 
before you did. There is something about physical presence. We connect more readily to saints who 
were physically present where we are. We value the physical presence of a church that has remained 
a landmark in our communities, sometimes for as long as we have had a community. These places 
connect us with our ancestors like anchors in time, whilst things around them change and develop.
So, if you ever have the need to feel connected to those who have come before; if you ever feel the 
need to experience the peace that generations of others have experienced in a place; if you want 
to spend a little while feeling anchored in time, instead of being pulled backwards and forwards by 
unpredictable tides: your local church is there for you. Just pop in and sit, stand or kneel. ‘Be’ in a 
place, as so many others have been before.

Rev’d Richard



       Services in March 2023 
 

Services are subject to change, please see website or church notice boards for up 
to date information. 

 

 

Date Service Venue 

Sunday 5th  9am Holy Communion (BCP) St Peter and St Paul’s, Salle 

March 10.30am Holy Communion  All Saints, Weston Longville 

 10.30am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Elsing 

 10.30am OASIS St Mary’s, Sparham 

 10.30am  Morning Worship St Michael’s, Reepham 

Sunday 12th  9am  Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Thurning 

March 9am  Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary’s, Bylaugh 

 10.30am  Holy Communion St Mary’s, Gt Witchingham 

 10.30am Word and Praise St Margaret’s, Lyng 

 10.30am Holy Communion St Michael’s, Reepham 

Sunday 19th  
March 

10am Café Church                      
(service begins at 10.30am) 

St Michael’s Reepham 

Mothering  10.30am Morning Prayer St Peter and St Paul’s, Salle 

Sunday 10.30am Holy Communion St Margaret’s, Lyng 

 10.30am Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Attlebridge 

Sunday 26th  9am Matins St Andrew’s, Thurning 

March 9am Matins (BCP) St Mary’s, Bylaugh 

 10.30am Holy Communion St Margaret’s, Swannington 

 10.30am Word and Praise St Mary’s, Elsing 

 10.30am Holy Communion 
(BCP) followed by sherry 

St Mary’s, Sparham 

 10.30am Holy Communion St Michael’s, Reepham 

Daily Prayer on Zoom 
Morning Prayer 8am        
Monday to Thursday  
Evening Prayer 6pm,        
Tuesday to Thursday  
Zoom Meeting  ID:               
825 0887 5273   
Passcode: 374589 

Our next WoW Thursday Social will be on Thursday 9th March at 7pm in St 
Michael’s Reepham. All adults (16+) across the benefice are welcome to join us for 
food and fellowship. 

Saturdays in Lent 
Join us we delve a little 
deeper into the Book Of 
Ruth and the messages it 
gives us about how God 
cares for us and how we can 
care for one another.  
 

There will be 6 sessions from 
2pm in St Michael’s, 
Reepham as follows: 
 25th February: God loves 

all people 
 4th March: The                       

importance of being   
yourself with God 

 11th March: Men and     
women are both equally   
important to God 

 18th March: The           
importance of seemingly 
‘little’ things to              
accomplish great plans 

 25th March: God puts the 
right people in our path 

 1st April: Community is 
built up. 

Everyone is welcome to join 
us for these free,               
contemplative sessions 
which can be attended               
singularly or as a series.  

The Rev’d Helen Rengert 
01603 879275 

revdhelenrwv@gmail.com 
 

The Rev’d Keith Rengert 
01603 879275 (Sunday only) 

revdkeith@gmail.com 
 

The Rev’d Judith Sweetman 
07484 862962 (Fri to Sun) 

Judith.sweetman 
@btinternet.com 

The Rev’d Richard Turk 
07721 035009 

revdrichardrwv@gmail.com 

Website: www.reepham-and-wensum-valley-team-churches.org.uk  Facebook: Reepham & Wensum Valley Events 
To subscribe to our benefice newsletter, contact parishofficerwv@gmail.com 

Lent Bible Group—The Book of Ruth is the focus of a Bible study group with Rev’d Peter Halls on Wednesdays at 
2.30pm at 1 Church Farm Close, Weston Longville. The sessions are every Wednesday  from 1st to 29th March.  
Contact Peter for more details 01603 880835.  Monthly Bible Study and Fellowship Group  Rev'd Tim and Rev'd 
Peter are continuing their Bible study group on the 2nd Monday of the month, 7.30pm at Larks’ Rise, Field Lane, 
Weston Longville NR9 5JN. The next session is on 12th March, please contact Tim on 01603 395251 for information 



Local Events

PILGRIM
Pilgrim is published ten times a year and delivered free to every household in the villages. Thank you to our distributors. It is supported 
by voluntary contributions which will be welcomed by your distributor. (Please make cheques payable to Pilgrim Newsletter). Your help is 
important as printing costs continue to rise.
The next issue, covering April 2023 will be published at the end of March.
Please have news (particularly of new arrivals in the villages), copy or advertisements with us by March 15th.

The editors are
Pam and Jeremy Smith, 4 Broad Lane, Swannington. NR9 5NH;

Tel: 01603 860342
e-mail: pamela.msmith@btinternet.com

If you mislay your copy of the Pilgrim, you will always find a pdf version available on the website:
www.swannington-news.org

Swannington Windows

Windows
‘A’ rated energy saving glass, beautifully manufactured in a range of styles.
Doors
Great range of composite doors in all shapes and sizes.
Conservatories
Add an extra room to your home at a fraction of the cost.  Available with glass or
polycarbonate.
Fascias & Soffits
Our large range allows you to perfect the look of your home at low cost.
Guttering
Ultra durable plastics that won’t let you down in any weather conditions.

Unit 7 Emmerson Industrial Estate
Lenwade
NR9 5SA

www.swanningtonwindows.co.uk • david@swanningtonwindows.co.uk

Tel. 01603 555520

30 years experience • Deal direct - no salesman
10 year warranty • Hundreds of styles and combinations available

Thinking Ahead ... Dates for your diary

Sunday 7th May
Village celebration of the coronation of King Charles III
Watch this space!

Thursday 11th May
Swannington Lunch Club Plant Sale

Thursdays 11th May - 1st June
Swannington church lectures - exact details to follow!

Friday 10th March 5-8pm
Bertie’s Pizzas at Swannington Glamping
pre-booked only see page 4

Saturday 11th March 10am-12noon
Swannington Coffee Morning

Thursday 16th March 12 for 12:30pm
Swannington Lunch Club

Saturday 18th March 10:30-12noon
Attlebridge Church coffee morning

Sunday 19th March 10:30am
Mothering Sunday at Attlebridge Church

Friday 31st March 7 for 7:30pm
Swannington Quiz and Chips, St.Margaret’s church


